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Milwood  
Commons

Milwood Commons is a faith-based non-profit 
corporation established to work in partnership 
with Threads Church to see the Milwood 
Neighborhood of Kalamazoo, Michigan, thrive. 
Milwood Commons will foster initiatives that will 
help individuals, families, schools, businesses 
and churches work together to foster a safe, 
healthy and welcoming community in which we 
can live and work, play and worship.
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First Annual  
5K Neighborhood Event 

Neighbors investing in physical health

Key Figures 
53 number of   
 neighbors that ran 
 or walked the event 
21 Number of kids  
 competing in the  
 children’s run  
 events 



A 
Huge  

THANK 
YOU  

to our 5K 
Donors and Sponsors 

Print Mill 
Hardings 

Auto Zone 
State Farm 

Libin’s 
One Well 

Taco Bob’s 
Root Beer Stand 
El Gallo Blanco



Neighbors growing healthy families through learning and play

Milwood Commons Preschool and 
Childcare
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Healthy Meals grow 
healthy kids 

1,455 

Average number of 
meals served each 

month 

Milwood Commons Preschool and 
Childcare
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Milwood Commons Preschool and 
Childcare 

We are growing! 
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How we’ve grown: 

• Adding rooms to expand 
capacity  

• Adding and training staff 
to provide the best 
quality of care 

• Adding families 

By the end of 2017 we had 
grown to serve 42 children, 
filling our capacity in some of 
our rooms. 

• Adding stars 

By the end of 2017 MCPC had 
earned three stars through 
Great Start to Quality though 
the Michigan Department of 
Education 

Where we’ve been: 

When we started in 
2014 we started with 
between 25 and 28 

children. 



Growing Stronger, 
Embracing Community
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Dear Friends, 

This past year Milwood Commons took great strides in getting established as an organization that will work towards 
the thriving of the Milwood neighborhood: 

- We have been recognized by the federal government as an official 501(c)3.  This allows us to raise funds as a 
non-profit organization and receipt contributions as tax deductible. 

- We have continued to partner with the City of Kalamazoo as an on-the-ground partner in the neighborhood. 
- We have continued to offer high quality care to families of all kinds, while seeking continuous improvement 

though Milwood Commons Preschool and Childcare Center 
- We brought neighbors and businesses together as a quality event in, by and for Milwood in the first annual 

Milwood 5K. 

As we turn the corner into a new fiscal year, we are excited about beginning to build capacity that can be leveraged 
to see further transformation in the neighborhood. 

- We are eager to continue to listen to the community and identify assets in the neighborhood and needs that 
can be addressed. 

- We are committing to increase our visibility and presence in the neighborhood though regular communication 
on multiple formats. 

- We are seeking financial support from individuals and organizations that can be used towards the initiatives we 
identify as beneficial to the neighborhood.  One particular way to support Milwood Commons would be to 
choose us as your partner through Amazon Smile, bringing a percentage of online sales back to our local 
neighborhood. 

- We are looking forward to spearheading a broader coalition with other neighborhood organizations and 
individuals that can participate in drafting a neighborhood plan to submit to the city of Kalamazoo, which will 
help direct city energies and funds towards tangible projects in our neighborhood. 

- Finally, and perhaps most critically at this stage in our development, we are actively seeking committed 
partners to serve on our board or on various task forces and working groups that will result in an increased 
impact on the neighborhood. 

If you want to be a part of what God is doing through Milwood Commons, contact us and we’ll help you find your 
place.   

Milwood Commons exists for the benefit of everyone who lives, works, shops, worships, or goes to school in the 
Milwood neighborhood.  In the coming year, we hope to see more neighbors involved in our common goal of seeing the 
Milwood neighborhood thrive!   
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